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Rogue Valley Humane Society . . . Saving Lives Since 1965

THE ANIMALS NEED YOU – 
CAN YOU BE A PET FOSTER 
VOLUNTEER?

Kitten and Puppy Season has 
arrived!

RVHS wants to save more animals 
but our physical space is limited. 
Within a single week, RVHS is 
dealing with numerous animals that 
need to stay with us before finding 
their forever homes. Common 
scenarios include several litters of 
kittens or puppies brought into our 
facility, abandoned animals needing 
assistance, or individuals who can 
no longer keep their pets wanting to 
insure that they will be well taken 
care of. We have risen to this 
challenge by developing a foster 
parent program. 

Do you want to volunteer but lack 
the time to come to RVHS? Would 
you be interested in experiencing 
the joys of a companion animal but 
are not quite ready to adopt? 

Are you retired and have some 
extra love to share? By fostering for 
a short period, you will be creating 
room at our facility so we can save 
another life. 

We provide all the training and 
supplies – you provide the care 
and love. Together, we can make a 
huge difference in the lives of cats 
and dogs.

RVHS NEWS
BY MARGARET VARNER, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

Hello Friends,

As I sit here surrounded by my furry friends 
on this hot August night, I think about how 
lucky I am to have them! Each one of my 
pets is a rescue with a story of some sort, 
but for this newsletter I want to tell you 
about one in particular named Tilly Bean. 
This beautiful cat was adopted in 2009 by 
Marlene who was a good friend, volunteer 
and donor. One day Marlene said to me, 
“You and I are here on this earth to help 
animals, but one day my life will end. I will 
no longer be able to donate to RVHS or care 
for my beloved cat. I have set some money 
aside to ensure that the Rogue Valley 
Humane Society can continue to help 
animals and at the same time, provide 
loving care for my Tilly Bean.”

Because this woman was so special to me, 
when she passed, I took Tilly home to 
become a part of my family.

Have you made any provisions for the best 
friend(s) in your life? Have you considered 
how you personally can make a positive 
difference in this world even after you are 
gone? I want to encourage you to think 
about the example Marlene set for all of us 
who love animals. While I cannot personally 
guarantee that I will take in and care for 
your friend, I WILL guarantee that your cat 
or dog, (hmmmm ... lizard or chicken?) will 
be placed in a loving home as a part of your 
legacy. Additionally, if you remember RVHS 
in your will, you can choose how that money 
will be used. Do you have a particular 
dream when it comes to rescuing animals? 
Every gift, large or small, is a pebble tossed 

in the pond where ripples continue to flow 
outward. Ultimately, your action makes a 
huge impact on hundreds, possibly 
thousands of lives.

If you do choose to entrust your precious 
pet(s) to us, please include specific 
instructions as to their medical, dietary, 
exercise or emotional needs. The more 
information you are able to impart, the 
closer we can come to providing them with 
the best home possible.

Some cultures hold the belief that when a 
being dies, they are able to look out from 
their next life and see the ones who are still 
living out their own life stories on earth.
I hope that is true. Because if it is true, I will 
know I did right by Tilly Bean and/or any of 
my other friends who are left on this planet 
after I am gone.

Marlene, if you are reading this, thanks from 
the bottom of my heart. Tilly Bean wants you 
to know that she is doing just fine.

Margaret



RVHS WISH LIST
o 33 Gallon Trash Bags
o 13 Gallon Trash Bags
o Gift Cards
o Park Benches
o Clorox Bleach
o Paper Towels
o Toilet Paper
o HE Laundry Soap
o Taste of The Wild Dog Food
o Taste of The Wild Puppy Food
o Purina Cat Food
o Purina Kitten Food
o KMR Liquid Kitten Milk
o Esbilac Milk for Puppies
o Advantix Flea meds
o Brother TN-331C, TN391Y, 
 TN-331BK, TN-331M
o Canned Dog Food 
 and Cat Food (Pate’)
o Postage Stamps
o L-Lysine Tablets 500 mg
o Mr. Clean Multi-Surface
 Cleaner, Baking Soda and 
 Clay Cat Litter

Did you know that RVHS runs a 
donated “pet food bank” 
to help in emergencies

when low-income families
can't make ends meet? 

Food donations are
always welcome! 

  

Welcome Dr. Sarah Adams

We are happy to introduce Dr. Sarah Adams, our 
new veterinarian on staff! 

Dr. Adams will be in charge of our medical needs 
at Rogue Valley Humane Society. 

Dr. Adams is a graduate of the University Of 
Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine and 
holds a degree in Veterinarian Medicine. For the 
last 18 years she has worked in Southern Oregon 
as a relief veterinarian at many animal clinics. 

We are proud to have her on our team and we are 
sure she will continue the quality of care we have always strived to achieve for our furry 
guests.  We look forward to some big positive changes in the future of Rogue Valley 
Humane Society! 

Helping Our Community . . .
4 Paws at a time!

RVHS is a part of the Best Friends Network and a 
recipient of Pedigree Foundation, PETCO Foundation,

Albert Schweitzer Foundation and Blue Buffalo 
RVHS is a recent
Recipient of the
Albert Schweitzer 
Foundation
Spay/Neuter Grant 

Help Us Educate Our Community
Please remind your friends, family and community members that RVHS will 
not be receiving any money from the county levy which was recently 
approved.  It was for the county facility.  If every family donated the amount 
of that levy to us, it would really help us keep our doors open.  We have a 
great need to keep money flowing in monthly to maintain the standards of 
care at RVHS.  Every penny helps assure our continued success.

We don’t receive any money from the state, county, city or federal 
government – it all comes as donations from the community.  We don’t 
receive funding from national or state animal organizations either.

The animals count on you, our local animal lovers!   

RVHS . . . saving lives, since 1965.



Best Little

Thrift Store

in

Grants Pass!

VISIT OUR 
THRIFT STORE!
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9-4:00 pm, 
Saturday from 9-2:00 pm.  

Happy Autumn . . . Our thrift store is 
growing and changing just like the 
landscape around us. We are now 
posting items for sale on Craigs List. 
"Like" us on Facebook and you will see 
our weekly sales, new and interesting 
items, and general information involving 
the store. 

The needs of our humane society are 
great and so is our budget. Donating 
and shopping at our thrift store not only 
helps support our budget, it helps the 
planet by keeping clothing and 
household items out of landfills. 

Donating items that are in good working 
condition and clothes that are clean and 
free of stains and tears help ensure that 
your goods do the most good. There are 
a few items we can't accept such as any 
item that has been recalled, mattresses, 
computers, and analog televisions. 

If you're not sure about a donation 
please call the store and we will be 
happy to answer any questions you 
may have. Please remember to reuse 
and recycle. We always appreciate your 
donation no matter how big or small. 

If you would like to help and be part of 
our team, please consider volunteering 
here at the store. We would not be able 
to do what we do without the dedication 
of our volunteers. 

Our thrift store has had a very productive and busy summer. We have many upcoming 
projects including a plan to add some curb appeal to our store front area thanks to an 
ambitious boy scout troop. Stay tuned for more details! Thanks to ongoing support from our 
customers and volunteers we are able to help provide support for animals in need. 

As always, we appreciate donations of clean, gently used items. We have had a problem 
with after hours donations. Make your donation count and leave items only during business 
hours please. 

We all know it's great to donate but why shop here?

Ten Reasons to shop at our thrift store 

1. Your purchase supports a worthy cause 

2. You may discover designer products at a fraction of the price 

3. You'll develop a unique wardrobe 

4. Thrift store shopping is environmentally friendly 

5. Finding vintage items 

6. Constantly changing selection 

7. Money saved by buying pre-owned 

8. You can take a trip down memory lane 

9. You can find unique gifts 

10. The thrill of a treasure hunt 

The holiday season will soon be upon us (yes, already). We will soon be stocking items for 
each holiday so check here before spending top dollar elsewhere. 

Remember to Reuse, Recycle, and Upcycle! 

Thrift Store supports RVHS . . .
By Cindy Angel

Helen Juelson has been volunteering at the Thrift 
Store faithfully every week since it began some 12 
years ago. They could not do without her, and 
neither could our animals. 

Thank you Helen on behalf of all the staff, 
volunteers and animals at RVHS!



Kanine Kronicles
by Suzi Mendoza and Scot Roberts

Our Community Pet Low Cost Spay 
and Neuter program needs your 
help! Five years ago, our grant 
writers were able to secure funds to 
support the programs. With the 
support of several of the area 
veterinarians, our programs 
provided low cost spay and neuters 
for approximately 477 dogs and 
cats in 2016 for the community of 
Grants Pass and surrounding 
areas.  

We still have some funding from the 
Albert Schweitzer Foundation so 
we can continue to provide this vital 
service to our community. 

However we also rely on donations. 
Please help us keep these 
important programs going, as we all 
work toward ending the local pet 
overpopulation.

Currently funds are limited. For 
spay/neuter assistance, call

Kitty Quick Fix 541-291-3786

Barking Dogs 541-761-3932 

GROWERS’ MARKET
Visit our booth at the 
Growers Market every 
Saturday. You can view 
photos of all of our 
adoptable animals, see what 
fund-raising events are 
coming up, and chat with 
our volunteers.

BEAU—our beautiful mastiff blend-- has bounced 
around a lot in his four years.  

Starting life in Jackson County before ending up in 
Grants Pass, this boy has been looking for someone to 
meet his needs for a long time.  Even though he had 
been chained up for a time, was in-and-out of the animal 
control system, and has been diagnosed with glaucoma, 
this one hundred pound heart-stealer greets all people 
with joy.  His eyesight may be deteriorating, but his spirit is as strong as ever.  Though unable to 
watch the crazy things people get up to on television, he can still see all the goofy things you do.  

RVHS is a recent
Recipient of the
Albert Schweitzer 
Foundation
Spay/Neuter Grant 

ROSCOE Hoowwdddyy! Roscoe is a 4 years young Catahoula leopard 
dog and as sweet as apple pie! He's the perfect family dog, lives to 
please his humans and their little humans, and is able to go on long 
hikes or runs with his parents.  Roscoe is a highly intelligent pup 
and requires a leader who is firm and consistent with time to keep 
him occupied. 

The Catahoula dog breed has a striking appearance and a strong work 
ethic. He's a tough dog, bred to work in swamps and forests. 
The Catahoula originated in northern Louisiana near Catahoula Lake. 
It is believed they are the product of breeding between bloodhounds, 
mastiffs, and greyhounds. This means he has a very keen sniffer, 

something that can get him in loads of trouble when he smells something that strikes his fancy.  
A strong fenced yard or a kennel with a top on when he is left alone is a must. This tough, yet 
strikingly beautiful dog has a patched coat of many colors, and 2 different colored eyes. One eye is 
a bewitching blue and the other amber brown.  

Another outstanding physical characteristic is his webbed feet, which allow him to swim well.  
Roscoe absolutely loves to splash around in the pool and take a dip in the creek. He would be a 
perfect fit for a rancher or outdoor enthusiast.

Sweet BABY GIRL had a rough start in life, but it can only go up from here!  Baby girl was attacked 
by another dog on the property where she resided.  Her external wounds are healing beautifully, and 

her spirit wasn't blemished. She has a passion for life and loves to play. 

Baby Girl is about 2 yrs old and full of enthusiasm for anyone that looks her 
way. She's willing to learn any new trick that earns her a yummy treat. We 
are told she is the perfect mixture of a Plott Hound and American 
Staffordshire Terrier, which means she's an intelligent girl.  The American 
Staffordshire is known for their love of people and trustworthy nature. 
Her breed has a desire to spend time with their people, whether that means 
vegging out on the sofa and watching football, running errands in the car or 
going for walks. 

Baby Girl hasn't been in our facility for long, but she has warmed each of 
our hearts with her big brown puppy eyes! 



Kitty Korner
by Talia Gragg

HEROIC 100 
SPONSORSHIP
PROGRAM

Would you be interested in 
supporting RVHS through a kennel 
and cattery sponsorship? You can 
help the animals while also 
promoting your business or honoring 
a beloved pet or family member. 

As a part of your sponsorship, we 
will order two magnets that include 
the name of your business, loved 
one, or a phrase of your choice. 
One magnet will be displayed on a 
kennel or cattery, the second on our 
metal sandwich board which greets 
the public at our front door every 
weekday. 

On Saturdays, the board is 
displayed at the Grower's Market. 
Your sponsorship visually shows 
your support for RVHS to the 
community. Additionally, it helps 
promote your business (if you so 
choose) and our Heroic 100 
program to thousands of people who 
visit our facility and the Grower's 
Market throughout the year. 

Sponsorships may be purchased for 
$250, $500, or $1,000 with the 
magnets differing in size in relation 
to the amount of the purchased 
sponsorship. The magnets will be 
displayed for one year from the date 
they are first put up on the sandwich 
board and kennel/cattery. 

Save those bottles and cans for 
us, we recycle them frequently to 
raise money!

 

BILLY is an adult tuxedo with a more alternative past – and a 
heart of gold! He is one of the sweetest cats in our entire facility, 
giving everyone lots of love and is always happy to accept a pat, a 
rub, or a scratch. He lived on his own for two years while a family 
left some food out for him. He's a big lover of cat treats, and will 
come to you at just the hint of the treat box. We like to say his 
name stands for Because I Love You (add an L for a little extra 
Love). While Billy has done great living with other cats, he's not 
the best fit for a home with dogs. He'll do wonderfully in a home 
with other cats, or one where he's an only cat, just as long as 
there's lots of love to share.

Please think about your pet's future if something were to happen to you and make a plan for their well-being. 

MARS is an adult black and white with a mind of her own. 
She didn't take well to the kennels or cat rooms, so now she 
spends her days roaming the grounds. You can usually run into 
her somewhere in our lobby, keeping an eye on us all.  

She'll even jump onto a lap for some loving – and to eat off a 
plate! Mars has gotten so used to her freedom that she would 
thrive best in a home where she could continue to roam both 
inside and outside.

PAIGE is a frisky adult tabby who loves to play and has a mind 
of her own. You can play with her endlessly – her favorite is a 
string toy which she'll chase all around the room and love you 
forever for doing that with her. She has an independent streak 
and some sassiness, but also a lot of sweetness and love to 
give. Paige has done well living with other cats, and could 
definitely be in a forever home with four-legged companions, 
including dogs.    

CHLOE is a tabby who is a little on the hefty side. She came to us 
when her owner took a new job and had to move, and was unable to 
take her with him. Unfortunately, this is one of the main reasons 
animals are surrendered to us, and something to keep in mind when 
choosing to adopt any animal. Chloe is very sweet and loving, and 
would make a great companion in any household – though she'd 
prefer one without other cats.  



Benefits for the animals were successful . . .   

Rogue Valley
Humane Society

429 NW Scenic Drive
Grants Pass, OR 97526

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 951
Grants Pass, OR  97528

541-479-5154
Fax: 541-479-5666

Email: 
connect@roguevalleyhumanesociety.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kris Vannoy, President

Robbie Buckley, Vice President
Cyndy Holder, Secretary

Linda Bradley-Lloyd, Treasurer
Jeff Harris, Director

Margaret Varner, Director

FACILITY STAFF
Margaret Varner, Director of Operations
Maria Becket, Director of Medical Care

Tanya Allen, Dog Coordinator
Jennifer West, Cat Coordinator

THRIFT STORE
Cindy Angel and Yvonne Moore

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Cindy Holder

WEBSITE

www.roguevalleyhumanesociety.org
www.RVHS-OR.org 

Visit us on
Facebook!

RVHS Thrift Store
1169 Redwood Avenue

541-955-3367

Fur Ball Sponsors:
 
Cat's Meow Sponsorship level

Valley Animal Hospital

Purrfect Partner Sponsorship 
Level 
Lonnie's Texaco, 
Evergreen Bank, 
Jennifer Murphy, 
All Care Health 

Big Dog Sponsorship Level 
Mini Pet Mart, 
Wayne Blunk 

And Thank you to everyone who 
donated items for the Furball 
Auctions – it really helped raise 
much needed money to keep our 
facility open and taking care of 
our furry guests!

Blues, Brews & Barbecues 
Sponsors:

We thank all of our wonderful sponsors for Furball and Blues Brews & 
Barbecues . . . and all the wonderful people who attended the events.

Serra Vineyards 
Blues Cat Sponsor

Mini Pet Mart 
Blues Cat Sponsor 

Lynn Reedy Styles
Blues Cat Sponsor 

We also want to send a big 
THANK YOU to Chris Usher who 
has made the live auction so 
much fun at Furball with her very 
clever animated clay sculptures, 
which always brings in lots of 
money for the animals!

mailto:info@roguevalleyhumanesociety.org


DID YOU KNOW?

Oregon's new dog tethering law took 
effect January 1, 2014.  This new 
law is designed to better protect 
humans and animals from the risks 
associated with keeping dogs on 
chains:

• Dogs are sometimes hurt or 
strangled by chains

• Dogs can't reach their food, water, 
or shelter when chains catch on 
obstacles

• Chained dogs are as much as 8 
times more likely to bite

• Neighborhood disputes over 
barking or aggressive dogs often 
involve chained dogs

• At least ¼ of fatal dog attacks in 
the US involve chained dogs

• Because dogs are naturally social 
animals, chaining and isolation 
cause health and behavior problems

Under the new law:

• A dog cannot be tethered to a 
stationary object for more than 10 
hours in a 24-hour period

• A dog cannot be tethered to a 
running line, “zip line” or trolley for 
more than 15 out of 24 hours

• A dog cannot be tethered with a 
choke or pinch/prong collar

The new law is meant to end 
chaining as the main way of housing 
and keeping a dog. The limits don't 
apply when dogs are visiting 
campgrounds and recreation areas 
or engaged in hunting or herding. 
The law also sets out clearer 
requirements for protecting animals 
from the elements. Outside dogs 
must have a dog house or other 
shelter with dry bedding and a solid 
roof, floor and walls. 

OREGON HORSES 

by Teri Skaggs

In our column of Oregon 
Horses I usually talk about 
care, maintenance and overall 
health. But in this issue I want 
to talk about something close 
to my heart; preparing for and 
laying a senior horse to rest. 
Before I do, I would like to 
share a personal experience 
of how my family was blessed 
with a particular rescue pony. 

Rain (aka Rain Man) came into our lives as a first horse for our daughter who was 4 at the 
time. He was the perfect size and the perfect age for her. It started when I went to La 
Grande Oregon for a week.  While I was there my truck broke down. When we went to town 
for a part, we passed Blue Mountain Humane Society. They had horses for adoption! Out of 
eight, Rain was the only one who hadn't been adopted yet. No one wanted him as he only 
had one eye and he was 16 years old.  He was cute though.  He looked like a miniature 
version of Roy Roger's Trigger ..... on his good side that is. His right side however showed 
the abuse he had endured from a previous owner, resulting in the loss of his eye. I thought 
he had potential so I submitted an application and headed home to Grants Pass. Two weeks 
later I was on my way back to La Grande to pick up our one eyed horse!  

To make a long story short, that little horse made a legend of himself with our family. He ran 
off with our daughter, he bucked her off once or twice (but she learned to ride him) and he 
learned to be a good boy once he knew we weren't going to hurt him. The two of them 
became a team and spent many years together. They went trail riding, beach riding and 
competed in speed events. Many high point awards were won as well. Our daughter 
eventually outgrew him and it was time for Rain to retire. We vowed that he would always 
have a home with us and he did.  Until Labor Day 2016 ... 15 years after adoption, it was 
time for our Rain Man to be laid to rest. 

Which leads me to the point of this story .... 

Although we were fortunate enough to have equipment and property for our needs, most 
people don't have that opportunity. So what do you do with an animal of that size? There are 
some options available. If you can bury on your property there are many construction 
companies willing to be hired for the job. There are also disposal companies who for a fee 
will come out and remove the body. Another option is cremation. While this is more costly, it 
does give a person a chance to keep the remains of their beloved steed or to have them 
buried in a spot of their choosing. 

If you have horses, try to plan ahead for the inevitable. Research the available options in 
your area. Talk with your veterinarian or other equine professionals in the area for ideas if 
you need help. No matter what you decide for those final arrangements, make sure that the 
plans are carried out humanely and with respect for your horse. 

Until next time, 

Happy Trails! 
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Mission Statement:

The Rogue Valley Humane Society provides 
compassionate care for stray, unwanted, 
displaced, and abandoned animals and 
works toward ending pet overpopulation so 
that there will be no more homeless pets. 
We are committed to placing every healthy, 
adoptable animal in a loving lifetime home, 
teaching responsible pet guardianship, and 
maintaining our community 
spay-neuter programs.

Vision Statement: 

The Rogue Valley Humane Society envisions 
a community where every healthy adoptable 
companion animal has a lifetime, loving 
home and all homeless animals receive the 
care and compassion they deserve until they 
are adopted by their forever family.

Core Values:

lWe believe that every animal’s life has 
value and is worthy of respect and 
protection.

lWe believe that euthanizing healthy, 
adoptable animals is not acceptable.

lWe believe that animals contribute to 
the health, happiness and quality of 
human life.

lWe believe that we must manage our
resources to assure the long-term future 
of our organization.

lWe believe in providing quality medical 
and shelter care by following evidence-
based animal welfare practices.

lWe believe that through humane 
education we can help foster compassion, 
protection and guardianship for 
companion animals.

lWe believe that we should treat everyone 
with dignity and respect.  Community 
members, staff, and volunteers are 
partners in improving the welfare of 
animals and helping us fulfill our Mission.

lWe believe that we can end pet 
overpopulation by adhering to our 
commitment to spay/neuter all of our 
animals before adoption and by 
providing community-assistance 
spay-neuter programs.

lWe believe that we best serve our 
community by placing healthy companion 
animals in responsible, loving homes.

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

There is no way that RVHS could 
function without the love and 
attention of our volunteers. 

Every so often, a volunteer is asked 
to come help out with laundry or 
cleaning cat boxes. Contrary to what 
many may think, this is one of our 
highest honors. Truly. 

The maintenance of our fur tenants is 
crucial to their health and happiness. 
The task of washing anything here 
requires specialized training, and not everyone is recruited. 

Our volunteer of the month is Marci Coey.  Marci can be found in the laundry room for hours 
washing, organizing, and folding towels until the place shines.  She makes it possible for 
employees and other volunteers to always find what they need clean and ready to use. 

If something is out of place, or a change seems necessary, Marci takes care of it for us even 
if it takes her all day to reorganize all the supplies for easier access. 

Because of Marci's contribution, jobs become easier, and our animals have their needs met 
as quickly as possible. 

Thank you, Marci. Everyone here at RVHS is grateful for all you do, and none of us could 
imagine the place without you. Cheers! 

Need help to spay/neuter 
your cat or dog?  Call the 
RVHS Hotline number:

Dogs: 541-761-3932    

Cats:  541-291-3786 

Thank you to everyone who helped clear dry 
brush from the RVHS property during the hot 
months of summer. This helped keep our furry 
friends safe from the threat of wildfire. 

We appreciate all of you who turned out so 
early in the day and worked so hard!
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