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Rogue Valley Humane Society . . . Saving Lives Since 1965

THE ANIMALS NEED YOU – 
CAN YOU BE A PET FOSTER 
VOLUNTEER?

Animal Foster Parents regularly 
save the day . . .all year long!

RVHS wants to save more animals 
but our physical space is limited. 
Within a single week, RVHS is 
dealing with numerous animals that 
need to stay with us before finding 
their forever homes. Common 
scenarios include several litters of 
kittens or puppies brought into our 
facility, abandoned animals needing 
assistance, or individuals who can 
no longer keep their pets wanting to 
insure that they will be well taken 
care of. We have risen to this 
challenge by developing a foster 
parent program. 

Do you want to volunteer but lack 
the time to come to RVHS? Would 
you be interested in experiencing 
the joys of a companion animal but 
are not quite ready to adopt? 

Are you retired and have some 
extra love to share? By fostering for 
a short period, you will be creating 
room at our facility so we can save 
another life. 

We provide all the training and 
supplies – you provide the care 
and love. Together, we can make a 
huge difference in the lives of cats 
and dogs.

RVHS NEWS
BY MARGARET VARNER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

As the last few days of summer are winding 
down, and I reflect back on the last couple of 
very busy months, I just want to send a big 
Thank you to all of the fire personnel. 
The fires have affected everyone here in 
Josephine County one way or another. 
Here at the facility we have had to make some 
changes in how we exercise our dogs and be 
more mindful of the cats that lounge outside in 
our catios. 

The smoke has been horrible and we have 
been concerned about how this would affect 
the animal’s health while outdoors. 
We decided to keep our dogs inside their 
kennels during the very smoky times and limit 
the outside walks. We have been bringing the 
dogs into the office more, and utilizing more 
brain toys to keep them busy. So far this 
seems to be working out and the dogs are 
content and seem very happy to be spending 
more quality time inside with staff and 
volunteers! 

In July Team RVHS joined Josephine County 
Public Health, Shelter Friends, and the 
collaboration of countless private volunteers 
from other groups to open the JO/CO 
Evacuation Animal Shelter located at the 
Fairgrounds. Sadly many families were 
displaced when the evacuation levels grew. 

Over 100 Dogs, Cats, Bunnies, Birds and 
large animals were cared for. It was great to 
see so many different groups working together 
as a team to help the animals in our 
community. 

The fire hasn't only affected the animals at the 
facility, but has also affected the amount of 
volunteers coming out, pets being adopted 
and visits to the facility. 

As you all may know Team RVHS is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization that depends on 
donations, grants and the community 
participating in events to continue to stay 
open. We're asking if you could please share 
with friends, family or businesses that you 
frequent, our adoptable pets and events on 
your social media or by word of mouth. 

We appreciate any way you can help us to 
achieve our goal of staying open and being 
able to continue to help animals four paws at 
a time. Thank you for your support of our work 
and mission.

Margaret Varner,
Executive Director



  

RVHS is a part of the Best Friends Network and a 
recipient of Banfield Foundation,

West Family Foundation, Walmart Foundation and Blue Buffalo 

Support us by visiting our Thrift Store! Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9-4 pm, Saturday from 9-2 pm. 
Donation times are now identical to our store hours.  

Hi everyone. I would like to introduce myself as the new manager of the Rogue Valley Thrift 
Store. My name is Gus Klingbeil. I went to college for business management in Bend, OR as 
well as going to school in San Diego. But I couldn't resist coming back to the beautiful valley 
we live in.  

There are so many awesome things we're doing to help this store thrive. Firstly, we are steadily 
increasing our online presence by giving very transparent updates about our store on our 
facebook page (RVHS Thrift Store). And the inclusion of “Donation of the Day” our daily post 
showing off how awesome you are to us by showcasing beautiful things you donate.  

Secondly, we have been working with local businesses to help sell more obscure, expensive 
items. We have been teaming up with Major Art and Framing to sell and showcase amazing 
prints and paintings that are worth a good penny. We have also been bringing Larry's Music the 
more obscure instruments like the accordions we received. This connection between small 
businesses is going to be very helpful for our cause. There is money to be made on their side 
as well.  

Lastly, we feel like we need to improve the physical store. First step in that is beautifying every 
aspect of the building and displays. We are going to be staying more organized in the store. 
We opened a new outside patio area called 'The Dog House'. It holds all of our animal 
merchandise. We felt that the garden area needed more room to breathe in the summer months 
to allow more product and better displays. A lot of cleaning is being done to show off our 
products better to you, the public.  

We hope that through all the changes and improvements we could hear your feedback about 
how we are doing. Some ways you can reach us: Our Facebook page (RVHS Thrift Store), in 
the store we will be making a drop box for comments and concerns, and lastly calling us or the 
humane society to leave feedback. Call us at 541-955-3367 and ask for Gus or you can reach 
the Humane Society at 541-479-5154. There will be a lot of upcoming improvements. We want 
to hear from you. 

Thank you everyone for the amazing support you have given us.  

P.S. We are now accepting most merchandise. Everything you bring us has value!!  
Please follow us on our online outlets: EBAY:thriftstore2 Anything you see on EBAY is 
automatically 25% off if you come to the store.

Thrift Store supports RVHS . . .
By Gus Klingbeil

Best Little

Thrift Store

in

Grants Pass!

VISIT OUR 
THRIFT STORE!
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9-4:00 pm, 
Saturday from 9-2:00 pm.  

Happy Fall! We are now posting items for 
sale on eBay and Craigs List. "Like" us on 
Facebook and you will see our weekly 
sales, new and interesting items, and 
general information involving the store. 

The needs of our humane society are 
great and so is our budget. Donating and 
shopping at our thrift store not only helps 
support our budget, it helps the planet by 
keeping clothing and household items out 
of landfills. 

Donating items that are in good working 
condition and clothes that are clean and 
free of stains and tears help ensure that 
your goods do the most good. There are a 
few items we can't accept such as any 
item that has been recalled, mattresses, 
computers, and analog televisions. 

If you're not sure about a donation please 
call the store and we will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 
Please remember to reuse and recycle. 
We always appreciate your donation no 
matter how big or small. 

If you would like to help and be part of our 
team, please consider volunteering here 
at the store. We would not be able to do 
what we do without the dedication of our 
volunteers. 

Some of the items we DO accept (in good 
condition) follows . . . 

Antiques and collectibles, Artwork

Audio/ visual electronics, Paperback 
books, Clean clothing, accessories and 
shoes for the family, Countertop 
appliances, Flat screen Tvs, Housewares, 
Jewelry, Kitchenware

Knickknacks, Lamps, Small pieces of 
furniture, Pet supplies



RVHS WISH LIST
o 33 Gallon Trash Bags
o 13 Gallon Trash Bags
o Gift Cards
o Park Benches
o Clorox Bleach
o Paper Towels
o Toilet Paper
o HE Laundry Soap
o Taste of The Wild Dog Food
o Taste of The Wild Puppy Food
o Purina Cat Food
o Purina Kitten Food
o KMR Liquid Kitten Milk
o Esbilac Milk for Puppies
o Advantix Flea meds
o Brother TN-331C, TN391Y, 
 TN-331BK, TN-331M
o Canned Dog Food 
 and Cat Food (Pate’)
o Postage Stamps
o L-Lysine Tablets 500 mg
o Mr. Clean Multi-Surface
 Cleaner, Baking Soda and 
 Clay Cat Litter

Did you know that RVHS runs a 
donated “pet food bank” 
to help in emergencies

when low-income families
can't make ends meet? 

Food donations are
always welcome! 

Helping Our Community . . .
4 Paws at a time!

Pet Disaster Preparedness Simple Steps to Create a 
Smart Plan and Pet Emergency Kit
While the majority of U.S. households have an emergency disaster kit in their home most of 
them don't include a plan for their pets. These steps will show you how to keep your pet safe 
during a natural disaster. In each case, simply identifying the natural disasters common in 
your region can serve as a good starting point for pet disaster preparedness

1. Know your region's native disasters. Wildfires, Blizzards, Tornadoes, earthquakes, etc. 

2. Plan to evacuate with your pet. When natural disasters require evacuation, every minute 
matters. That's why it's so important to consider your pet when creating an evacuation plan. 
Set aside time to find safe places you might take them in an emergency situation. . . . your 
veterinarian’s office,  An Emergency Pet Shelter that may be set up in your area, Pet- 
friendly Hotels/Motels, Boarding Facilities, Relative's House,  Or a trusted friend's house.

3. Prepare a pet emergency kit. Depending on whether you're preparing a cat or dog 
emergency kit, it should include:
Bottled Water
Cans of Wet Food (1-2 weeks' worth)
Blankets
Collapsible Bowls
Cat Litter & Pan
Leash & Collar
Life Jacket & Paw Protectors
Flashlight
Basic Pet First-Aid Kit
Vaccine Records/Medical History
Veterinary Contact Information
Emergency Contacts
Photos of Your Pet (In case you are separated from your pet) 
MAKE SURE YOUR PET WEARS A SECURELY FASTENED COLLAR WITH 
CURRENT TAGS . . . and consider microchipping your pets.



Kanine Kronicles
by Scot Roberts

Our Community Pet Low Cost Spay 
and Neuter program needs your 
help! Several years ago, our grant 
writers were able to secure funds to 
support the programs. 

With the support of several of the 
area veterinarians, our programs 
provide low cost spay and neuters 
for dogs and cats in Grants Pass 
and surrounding areas.  

We continue to seek grants so we 
can continue to provide this vital 
service to our community. 

However we also rely on donations. 
Please help us keep these 
important programs going, as we all 
work toward ending the local pet 
overpopulation.

Currently funds are limited. For 
spay/neuter assistance, call

Kitty Quick Fix 541-291-3786

Barking Dogs 541-761-3932 

GROWERS’ MARKET
Visit our booth at the 
Growers Market every 
Saturday. You can view 
photos of all of our 
adoptable animals, see what 
fund-raising events are 
coming up, and chat with 
our volunteers.

HONEY AND PHANTOM
The beginning of June was marked by the return of a friend 
under emotional circumstances.  Ten-years-old now—her 
muzzle had gone gray--she still had the same soft eyes, a 
constantly swishing happy tail, and an eagerness to roll 
over for a belly rub.  With her was a friend named Phantom 
that would quickly become a favorite all on his own.

Honey created bonds while she was here that are 
indissoluble.  Abandoned at our gate before Thanksgiving 
she would spend five years in our care while claiming our hearts along the way.  Rogue Valley 
Humane Society became her home and she made it a challenge for strangers to become a part 
of her world.  A special young lady was intrigued by her and over a couple months made the 
effort to become part of “Honey's pack.”  Her resolution led in time to an adoption and three 
great years together!

Tragedy was the only thing that could interrupt their life together.  Sadly, tragedy visited one 
night and Honey and Phantom's lives were left to the mercy of fate.  A staff member learned of 
the young lady's sudden death and efforts were made to find out what was happening with her 
pets.  A promise to bring Honey to RVHS by the family never materialized and no answers to her 
whereabouts were forthcoming.  Distressed, we put the word out to other shelters that we were 
looking for Honey and, thankfully, Jackson County Animal Shelter responded letting us know that 
Honey and Phantom were safe with them.

A quick trip to Phoenix, OR to bring Honey and Phantom home ended our collective anxiety.  
Honey had already made a lasting impression on the staff there and they took great care 
of both dogs.

Three months have passed and we renew our commitment to these great senior dogs each day.  
We manage the arthritis in Honey's shoulder and love to sneak away during the day to spend 
time with her.  The fact is, we never know how long a dog or cat in our care will need us to be in 
their corner.  We can only promise to be there when they do.

DAISY MAE had an atypical road to our shelter. She was 
originally surrendered—in what would be the final days of 
pregnancy—to Josephine County Animal Control. They reached 
out to see if we could accommodate her situation and we worked 
out a transfer. Her first couple of days she spent nesting and 
patiently waiting for her pups to be born. When her temperature 
dropped she became antsy, her stomach would clench, and you 
could tell she was having contractions. Never having seen a dog 
give birth it was both exciting and scary. It was obviously THE 
night. She started having her pups around 10:00 pm and she would finish at 4:00 am bringing a 
total of five male puppies into the world. While labor seemed to be rather uneventful nursing 
would prove to be a challenge for her. She was not producing enough milk—but with a lot of 
bottle feeding help from us the puppies thrived. All five pups have since been placed in loving 
homes—now it is Daisy Mae's turn! She has been working hard on her manners and cannot wait 
until it is her moment to sit at her new family's feet, snuggle with them while they watch a scary 
movie, hog the blanket on their bed, and chase a ball in her own back yard. Who knows maybe 
her family is reading this right now!



Kitty Korner
by Teri Skaggs

HEROIC 100 
SPONSORSHIP
PROGRAM

Would you be interested in 
supporting RVHS through a kennel 
and cattery sponsorship? You can 
help the animals while also 
promoting your business or honoring 
a beloved pet or family member. 

As a part of your sponsorship, we 
will order two magnets that include 
the name of your business, loved 
one, or a phrase of your choice. 
One magnet will be displayed on a 
kennel or cattery, the second on our 
metal sandwich board which greets 
the public at our front door every 
weekday. 

On Saturdays, the board is 
displayed at the Grower's Market. 
Your sponsorship visually shows 
your support for RVHS to the 
community. Additionally, it helps 
promote your business (if you so 
choose) and our Heroic 100 
program to thousands of people who 
visit our facility and the Grower's 
Market throughout the year. 

Sponsorships may be purchased for 
$250, $500, or $1,000 with the 
magnets differing in size in relation 
to the amount of the purchased 
sponsorship. The magnets will be 
displayed for one year from the date 
they are first put up on the sandwich 
board and kennel/cattery. 

Save those bottles and cans for 
us, we recycle them frequently to 
raise money!

 

Please think about your pet's future if something were to happen to you and make a plan for their well-being. 

DIVINE  FELINES                                              
Hello everyone! Did you know that The Rogue Valley Humane Society has many cats and kittens 
available for adoption? Did you also know that while the kittens tend to be adopted quickly, many of 
the adults become long term residents? Some even become return residents through no fault of 
their own. 

There are many benefits to adopting an adult cat vs. a kitten. Some might argue that adults aren't 
playful or they won't bond. They have bad habits, health issues, etc.  Not true! Adult cats can be just 
as active and loving as a kitten and just as healthy. Sure an adult may like more quiet time, a longer 
nap or a shorter game. But most will still enjoy a game of tag with a toy or playing hide and seek in a 
box. They generally will enjoy the quiet times spent with their owner for longer periods and can do 
fine being alone for brief spans when their owner is away. I could go on and on about the benefits of 
adopting an adult cat but I'm going to let them tell their own stories.  

Introducing (drum roll please ... ) Our Divine ADULT Felines!!! 

Hi, I'm SOPHIE! I was brought to RVHS in April 2018 when it was discovered that I'm just not that 
fond of kids. Please don't judge me, it's just that sometimes they are really noisy. I like to relax... a 
lot. I do like to play a little but I prefer to lounge in a cardboard box and bird watch. At 10 years young 
with a mostly white calico coat, you will find me irresistible.  

SASSY is my name and sassy I can be! When I'm playing that is! My kittens and I used to live in a 
barn before being brought to RVHS in June 2017. After some time I was adopted but returned March 
2018. Unfortunately, there was too much going on in the home and I couldn't adjust. Loud noises and 
fast movements scare me. I just can't help it! I keep dreaming of a quiet home with rooms to roam. 
I'm sure once you meet me you will find me adorable, as I am a Manx you see! My short stubby tail 
is quite endearing and gives me a unique appearance. 

Hey ya’ll! I'm JESSIE. I may not be wild like the famous outlaw Jesse James but I am a fun girl to 
have around. Yes I am a female, just about 1 1/2 years old. I have striking tabby fur and brilliant 
eyes. I was returned to RVHS in July this year. My adopter said I didn't get along with the other cat. 
I don't think the other cat liked ME! I get along fine with my feline friends here. I like dogs too! 
How about ya’ll stampede on down here and take me home? 

I've only been at RVHS for a couple weeks and they call me MR. HANDSOME. I'm not sure why 
but all the staff believe it. I'm just glad I'm here! I was living on the streets you see. Being 8 to 10 
years old got hard on me. My ears are tattered from fights and my coat could use some work. 
The staff informed me I have FIV. I feel fine though. I enjoy being petted and having my chin rubbed. 
The dream for me is to find an indoor home that is cat free except for me. In exchange you will 
receive unconditional love. 

I hope everyone enjoyed reading this article as much as I enjoyed writing it. I also hope it 
encourages people to not overlook adult or special needs cats when choosing to adopt. Let's get ALL 
of them a fur- ever home! 

SOPHIE SASSY JESSIE MR. HANDSOME



Upcoming Events for the animals . . .   
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October 27, 2018 Howl-a Ween Party . . . 7-11pm Fairgrounds 

Dec. Paws for the Holidays online auction TBA 

Dec. Pictures with Santa TBA

Thank you to our Blues Brews & BBQ Sponsors:  Blues Cat Levels Kevin and Lynn 
Reedy Stiles and Mini Pet Mart Sponsorship. Hickory Bark Level Cheryl Elliott, Lippert 
Carpet One. Special Thanks and Paws Up to Climate City, JD Sports Pub and Grill, Wild 
River Brewing and Pizza Co and Outlaw Cider for donations of beer for the event!

Thank you to all the Furball Sponsors for 2018 FurBall:
Valley Animal Hospital   Cats Meow 
Roe Motors     Purrfect Partner 
Elora Tacke     Purrfect Partner 
Tamerans        Purrfect Partner 
Dennis and Deborah O'Donnell  Purrfect Partner 
Toyota     Purrfect Partner 
Kit O Deay    Big Dog 
Harold and Patricia Wurst  Big Dog 
Wayne Blunk    Big Dog 
Mini Pet Mart    Big Dog 

Paws up to all of the wonderful volunteers that donated their time to make these events 
happen!  Paws up to Chase from Tap Rock for doing a fabulous Job and Nate Winters from 
Troon Vineyard for the wonderful donation of wines and his donation of his time pouring at 
Fur Ball.  Alison Sitov for the wonderful poster and Evergreen Federal Bank for sponsorship 



Pets in Vehicles!
For many responsible pet owners, their dog is an 
important member of the family. So it's natural to 
want to take your friend with you in the car. It 
doesn't take long for a car to heat up in summer 
temperatures or cool down during the winter. But 
is there a safe temperature to leave a dog in a 
car? Currently, 22 states have laws that either 
make it illegal to leave a dog unattended in a 
parked vehicle, or grant private citizens immunity 
from being held liable for damages resulting from 
freeing the dog, 

if it's obvious the dog is at risk of injury or death. 
The language in most of these laws state that for 
a pet owner to be in violation of the law, an 
animal must be confined or left alone inside a 
parked car under certain conditions that put the 
pet at risk. Some laws specifically state that it's 
unlawful to leave a pet alone in a car in extreme 
hot or cold temperatures, while others are written 
more generally and only say conditions that are 
likely to result in injury or death.

In states with no laws on their books addressing 
pets left in vehicles, city governments are 
enacting ordinances and it's likely others will 
follow suit. 

Heat and humidity affect our furry friends the 
same way it does us. Humidity accompanied by 
90 degree or higher temperatures make us feel 
miserable. Even lower temps with humid air can 
be dangerous for pets trapped inside a car. It 
doesn't take long for a vehicle to heat up, and 
cracking the windows open even on a mild day 
doesn't really help. The hotter the temperature is 
inside a vehicle, the harder it is for a dog, or any 
pet, to stay cool when hot air is the only thing 
they have to breathe. That puts them at risk of 
heat stroke.

When the outside temperature is 70 degrees, a 
car can heat up to 89 degrees in just 10 minutes, 
and to 104 in 30 minutes. At 80 degrees outside, 
you're looking at 99 degrees inside a vehicle in 
10 minutes and 114 in 30 minutes. At 95 
degrees, it only takes 10 minutes to reach 114 
degrees and the temperature soars to 129 
degrees in 30 minutes.

We wouldn't want to stay in a vehicle and endure 
any of those temperatures for very long. Yet 
every year we read about pet owners who leave 
their dog alone in a vehicle while shopping, 
dining out or doing other things. This is putting 
their pet at risk. 

As much as a car can heat up in summer temps, 
it can cool down to under freezing just as fast. 
Pets that don't normally spend a lot of time 
outside in the winter are more susceptible to the 
cold when left alone inside a vehicle. 
Hypothermia can become a risk at 50 degrees.

Is there a safe temperature to leave a dog alone 
inside a parked car? Not really. It's best to leave 
your pet at home where you know he's safe.

OREGON HORSE
By: Teri Skaggs 

WILDFIRE! FOREST FIRE! 
EVACUATE NOW! 

No one want to receive these alerts 
or find Emergency Workers at their 
door, telling them to leave, 
especially if you're not prepared and 
neither are your animals. 

As a resident of Josephine County 
for many years, I have seen many lightning fires ravage our mountains.  I never thought my 
husband and I would have to put to use those "just in case plans." After sixteen years at our 
same residence, that all changed when the Taylor Creek fire erupted. 

We were only placed on a level one, but we have animals. Our elderly neighbors have 
animals. Between us we have two horses each for a total of four. Our neighbors have dogs 
and a cat. We have dogs and cats. Were we ALL ready to leave? Yes! We had our plan! 
I call it the three "P" 's. Have a PLAN, be PREPARED to use it and PACK everything early. 

Level 1 = Be aware of danger in your area. Move horses and other livestock. It takes time to 
hook up and load up, even with cooperative animals. Well mannered, broke horses may still 
act up under stressful situations. Cattle, pigs, goats, etc., usually aren't used to loading in a 
trailer. It is wise to move them early. Any unbroken or non halter trained horses should be 
allowed extra time to load and move. Try to keep the process as stress free as possible. 
This can help keep spooked animals from becoming a danger to themselves and others. 
Moving your large animals out first can also enable you to use your trailer for personal items 
and smaller pets if you must evacuate. Make sure that all your pets and livestock have a 
way to be identified in case they get loose. Writing your phone number on a hoof can be an 
easy way to reunite a horse or other livestock with an owner. Put ID tags on pets with your 
contact information, etc.. 

Don't have a truck and/or a trailer? Network it! Call friends, acquaintances, even law 
enforcement for assistance. There are many volunteer groups and rescue organizations in 
Oregon and other states that are willing to help. Many work together to set up temporary 
shelters for pets and livestock. Others may assist with the evacuation transports. 

Level 2 = Be ready to leave. By the time your location is upgraded to a level 2, any livestock 
should be moved if possible. If you have small animals, carriers and kennels should be on 
standby. Medications, food, water and dishes should be packed and ready. Any animals 
(especially cats and birds) that are hard to catch, should be confined to a small area. 
You may want to consider moving the more difficult animals sooner than others. 

If you fear that your neighborhood is in danger, get out! Don't wait for the fire danger to 
reach Level 3 = Get Out! If you wait too long, there is always the risk of putting all your 
animals as well as yourself and emergency personnel in harm’s way. Know which roads to 
take and try to be familiar with the escape routes ahead of time. Above all, know your 
animals different personalities and needs. By having a plan and being prepared, the stress 
of the situation can be greatly reduced for everyone involved. 

                                     Until next time, stay safe and Happy Trails!           
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Mission Statement:

The Rogue Valley Humane Society provides 
compassionate care for stray, unwanted, 
displaced, and abandoned animals and 
works toward ending pet overpopulation so 
that there will be no more homeless pets. 
We are committed to placing every healthy, 
adoptable animal in a loving lifetime home, 
teaching responsible pet guardianship, and 
maintaining our community 
spay-neuter programs.

Vision Statement: 

The Rogue Valley Humane Society envisions 
a community where every healthy adoptable 
companion animal has a lifetime, loving 
home and all homeless animals receive the 
care and compassion they deserve until they 
are adopted by their forever family.

Core Values:

lWe believe that every animal’s life has 
value and is worthy of respect and 
protection.

lWe believe that euthanizing healthy, 
adoptable animals is not acceptable.

lWe believe that animals contribute to 
the health, happiness and quality of 
human life.

lWe believe that we must manage our
resources to assure the long-term future 
of our organization.

lWe believe in providing quality medical 
and shelter care by following evidence-
based animal welfare practices.

lWe believe that through humane 
education we can help foster compassion, 
protection and guardianship for 
companion animals.

lWe believe that we should treat everyone 
with dignity and respect.  Community 
members, staff, and volunteers are 
partners in improving the welfare of 
animals and helping us fulfill our Mission.

lWe believe that we can end pet 
overpopulation by adhering to our 
commitment to spay/neuter all of our 
animals before adoption and by 
providing community-assistance 
spay-neuter programs.

lWe believe that we best serve our 
community by placing healthy companion 
animals in responsible, loving homes.

I have been working at Rogue Valley Humane Society for a little 
over a year now.  And in that short amount of time I really feel like 
I belong. It might be the quirky crew with the sweet and accepting 
staff or the executive director who always keeps me on my toes. 
Maybe it is because we share the same goal. We only want the 
best for OUR ANIMALS. And we fight for them. They can't tell us 
what is wrong, so we do everything we can to make sure they are 
safe and healthy.

During September of 2017, we had a hoarding case that our 
facility spearheaded. It was so stressful! Hoarding is a sensitive 
subject—the person who is hoarding has difficulty parting with 
possessions or animals because of a perceived need to save them all. Confronted with a house chock full 
of cats was a shock. Most of the 120 cats and kittens we rescued were in respiratory distress. Luckily, we 
had help from Oregon Humane Society in Portland, Sanctuary One in Jacksonville, and Josephine 
County Animal Control in Merlin. What most people don't know is that there was also a dog in the 
home—Monique.

Personally, this is where the situation got harder for me. Monique was a beautiful golden retriever—there 
is a reason people are so enamored with this breed. Just looking at her, I could tell she was special. We 
brought her back to the shelter and she was terrified. How long was she stuck in that house where she 
was unable to move about comfortably? She seemed to be 6-8 years old, but heartbreakingly, she was 
covered in tumors. Instantly, we all fell for her . . . she was afraid of new situations, but if you sat with her 
she would lay her head in your lap and wag her tail. Why did they have her? She had been a mom many 
times and had never been spayed. We all doted on her. We gained her trust and, slowly, she began to 
enjoy being outside and going for walks. We were so excited about the progress she was making.

Every dog is thoroughly checked by our veterinarian to ensure he or she is healthy. And without exception 
every dog is spayed or neutered before adoption. Monique passed her heartworm test, but the results of 
her physical exam were devastating. Her tumors were not just on the outside of her body, but completely 
consuming her insides, too. What could we do? We knew she was in pain and we could not bear to see 
her suffer. As a facility, as a family, and as advocates for this sweet girl we had to make the difficult 
decision to lay her to rest. We wanted her to have one of the best days ever before she crossed over the 
rainbow bridge. We prepared a delicious meal for her and were blessed with a bright sunny day so she 
was able to enjoy that warmth while she enjoyed a nice leisurely walk. We drove to Valley Animal Hospital 
and they were so warm and kind there. Margaret, Tanya, and I stayed with her the whole time so she was 
never alone. She was a tired girl, but we all knew she was in a better place. Heartbroken, we picked 
ourselves off of the ground, said our final goodbyes, and went back to work.

As hard as it is to continue after something so shattering, I could not just give up. There are always more 
animals that need help. It takes a committed group of people to make a difference and I am proud to be a 
part of just such a group. Monique will stay with me—I can't just leave what I do at the front door when I 
go home and pick it back up when I go back to work. The good and the bad stays with me: all the happy 
dogs and cats that just want love, the people that come in to surrender their animals, the happy adoption 
stories, and the “drop-everything” emergencies. We work hard for our babies, doing what we can to make 
their time with us as comfortable as possible. I work in a hard but rewarding place, but I will continue to 
work towards a better future for all the animals who find their way to us.

Suzi Mendoza
Dog Coordinator


