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BY MARGARET VARNER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Hello RVHS supporters!

Thank you so much to all of our
customers who have been so
wonderful and shopping at our store
this year.
We appreciate all of your patience while
we figure out how best to take
donations at this time. We are taking
items from our wonderful donors, but
please call ahead so that we can
accommodate your donations.
We have had some really great success
running our eBay store online this year
and we encourage you all to check out
our page if you haven't! We have a lot of
one of a kind items listed there, so act
fast if you are interested in buying.
We post items regularly to our
Facebook page that are fun finds of the
day. All purchases made at the RVHS
Thrift Store benefit the animals and we
thank everyone for their continued
support!

RVHS Thrift Store
1169 Redwood Ave
Open Tues-Fri 9-4PM, Saturday 9-2PM

541-955-3367
www.facebook.com/rvhsthrift
www.instagram.com/rvhs_thrift_store
https://charity.ebay.com/charity/RVHSThrift-Store/2183342

It's been a trying year, not only for us, but for our
community and world as a whole. We are so
grateful for our community's patience and
support while we navigate all the ever changing
developments and restrictions imposed by the
COVID-19 pandemic. As of right now, there
does seem to be a light at the end of the tunnel
in regards to getting back to somewhat “normal,”
but we remain flexible and will continue to do
our best to adapt to this new landscape of
animal sheltering we are currently experiencing.
This year has presented us with a lot of
challenges. When we first closed our facility in
early March of last year, we had to reduce our
staff numbers significantly. This affected our
ability to bring in our normal amounts of dogs;
compared to 2019, our total number of 2020
intakes were cut in half due to the closures and
small amount of staff we had. This past year
also saw an increase in dogs with major
behavioral problems that simply overwhelmed
our staff members, which also contributed to our
reduced dog intake. We are committed to doing
better in 2021 and we recently received a
sizable grant to help us with hiring new dog
staff, having access to the training necessary to
help the dogs in our care, and developing The
Manny Cave (see inside for more details!).
One good thing we have seen this year as a
result of COVID-19 is an increased demand to
adopt animals. A pet that would normally be with
us for weeks is now only at our facility for days
before a family falls in love! Even though we
provide excellent care for the animals that are
with us, our facility is no match compared to a

pet’s loving forever home. We have also been
working on transferring animals out to bigger
shelters in order to help these babies find
homes sooner! We are happy to see that our
overall length of stay has decreased for our
animals and we hope to keep it that way.
Another challenging aspect of this year (on top
of caring for the animals) has been our slowly
aging infrastructure. Rogue Valley Humane
Society was started in 1965 and has found its
home in a couple different properties in Grants
Pass throughout the years, including for a time
at our Thrift Store location! Our facility resides
on what was previously a local dairy farm. Our
old school barn at the facility and many of the
smaller houses on the property were built in the
1940s. We do basic maintenance to all of our
buildings, but in the span of these last three
months, we have had many major things
happen at once.
We needed a sewer line repair, replacement of
Continued on page 2
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some older electrical panels, and are currently working on replacing flooring and an entire wall due
to extensive water damage in both our surgical building and thrift store. All of this has put a drain on
our finances but we are committed to doing what we can so that we can be here for the animals.
Our eternal thanks go out to those that have assisted us so far in donating to help with these
increased costs.
Despite our building troubles, our surgical suite has been doing some wonderful things this year. We
have spayed and neutered 680 animals, which includes our facility animals and those from other
shelters and rescues in our area. We have also spayed and neutered 34 community cats that were
living near the Asante buildings in Grants Pass. Our TNR volunteers have diligently been trapping
these cats so that they can be sterilized and returned to their colony.
This will stabilize the population and curb the production of kittens coming from this area once spring
comes. Our surgical suite has also greatly increased our capacity for care for critically ill animals.
Just recently, we were brought a box of puppies that were so ill that they required round the clock
care for the first week they were with us. One pup was so sick he had to have an IV catheter placed,
and without the medical intervention of our veterinarian and veterinary technician, this little one may
not have made it. These puppies are now stable and beginning to thrive and we are thankful that we
have this resource available to us to care for the ones that need us.
This year has been a mixed bag but we are hopeful for the future when we can all gather together
again for events, resume open hours, and work on helping even more animals in our community. We
hope that you and your families stay safe and healthy this upcoming year.
Margaret Varner,
Executive Director

Check out our 2020 numbers! Thank you to all of our supporters
who make our mission of saving lives possible.

Did you know that RVHS
runs a community pet food
bank for families in need?
Our front gate is open
Thursdays and Saturdays
from 12-3pm for pet food
assistance!

SHELTER WISH LIST
Here are some current items we need:
Canned or dry dog and cat food (can be
open or unopened)
Office supplies: postage stamps, copy
paper and HP 410A (cyan/magenta/yellow)
and 414A (black) Toner
Gift cards, such as Home Depot or other
hardware stores
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, toilet
paper, Clorox bleach, Rescue Disinfectant,
HE laundry detergent, 13 and 33 gallon
trash bags, vinyl and nitrile gloves
Animal care supplies: FortiFlora or Advita
probiotics, potty pads, baby wipes,
Advantix/Frontline/Advantage Flea meds for
cats and dogs, non-clumping unscented
litter
Shopping rewards:
Choose RVHS as your designated charity
on Amazon Smile or through your Fred
Meyer community rewards
Vehicle donations: Visit
https://careasy.org/Rogue-Valley-HumaneSociety and go through the process of
donating your vehicle to RVHS. CARS will
take care of pickup, sale, and any tax
documents involved with your donation.
Bottle Drop: RVHS participates in the Bottle
Drop program, so save your clean bottles
and cans for us! You may deliver them to
our physical address and leave them at our
gate any day from 9AM-3PM--just call
ahead to let us know you'll be stopping by!
Find our wish list and more ways you can
help by visiting us on our website:
www.roguevalleyhumanesocity.org /waysto-donate

RVHS Trap/Neuter/Return Program
Since October of 2020 Rogue Valley Humane Society has
spayed and neutered 34 community cats from a colony
near Three Rivers Hospital. Our trapping team got to work
and began the process of trapping and relocating the group
of cats. Since construction was going to begin on the
property, relocating them was imperative for their safety.
This is just one of the many colonies we have spayed and
neutered in Josephine County in the past 12 months!
If you'd like to assist us in our continued efforts of reducing the feral cat population, then
please donate today. Many thanks to the Jones Fund and Four Way Community Foundation
for their continued support. Our funding for this project would not be possible if it weren't for
their support and generosity!

Community Cats Seeking Country Comforts!
From time to time, we are in need of relocating some of the community
cats from our Trap/Neuter/Return program. Sometimes, the property
owner no longer wants the cats there and we are in search of an
environment where they can be working cats on a larger property, barn,
farm, or vineyard. Barn cats provide the best natural pest control for
you in exchange for food, water, and shelter!
All cats are spayed and neutered prior to being placed in a home and
we will help you through the acclimation process. If you are interested
in adopting a barn cat, let us know what you're looking for by emailing
us at barnkitty@roguevalleyhumanesociety.org. Pictured here is
Avalon, a young female cat at RVHS in need of a barn to manage!

A special thank you and paws up to Crystal Fresh
Bottled Water for donating bottled water to both the
Facility and the Thrift Store for many years now!
This donation is so generous and allows staff and
volunteers to have fresh clean water all year!
Address: 3921 Highland Ave., Grants Pass, OR 97526
Phone: (541) 474-0801
Also a huge thank you to Roman Gottfried and Barbara
Buck for helping Team RVHS with dog and staff training!
Roman Gottfried, CPDT holisticdogtaining.org, featuring
online training 203-654-0350.

Helping Our Community . . .
4 Paws at a time!

Thank you for your generous donations of pet food and supplies!

Kanine Kronicles
Those of you that follow us regularly know about Manny, our beloved Wheaten Terrier friend who has
been with us for over a year. For those that don't know him, let me reintroduce him! Manny came to
RVHS in January of 2020. A Good Samaritan found him and another dog in their neighborhood,
covered in lacerations and blood. We took the two dogs straight to our surgical suite and got to work
on stabilizing them and treating their wounds. However, these two had more than just physical
ailments; it was clear to us that these two dogs had experienced sustained and purposeful abuse.
We don't know the whole story and likely never will, but we knew the moment we accepted Manny
that he had a long road ahead of him. Now it is February of 2021 and some things have improved for
him. He has healed from his physical wounds and he has learned to trust humans again. He is less
reactive and he is a big fan of toys and the company of people. Other things are not so different for
him. He was clearly never a beloved member of any family and as a result, he is still learning how to
be potty trained and how to find an appropriate outlet for his energy. We believe he is only 1.5 years
old, and as a young dog he is constantly busy trying to play with things that he shouldn't (Manny's
office time includes removal of all cardboard boxes and trash cans, for example). We love Manny
and we want him to have the best chance at life, which is why we are very excited to share some
wonderful news we recently received.
The Rogue Valley Humane Society is excited to announce that we are one of the 2020 recipients of
PEDIGREE Foundation's $10,000 Program Development Grants.
PEDIGREE Foundation was established in 2008 to help dogs in need find loving homes.
Created by Mars Petcare, the maker of PEDIGREE® food for dogs, it’s an independent 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization and supports the good work of shelters and dog rescue organizations
throughout the country.

About PEDIGREE Foundation:
We believe every dog deserves a loving,
forever home. PEDIGREE Foundation is
an independent 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization working to help end pet
homelessness. Nearly 3.5 million dogs
end up in shelters and rescues every
year, and nearly half never find a home.
The foundation was established in 2008
by Mars Petcare, maker of PEDIGREE®
food for dogs, to help increase dog
adoption rates. We've awarded more
than 5,700 grants and over $9 million to
U.S. shelters and rescues that help dogs
in need. At PEDIGREE Foundation,
we're working toward a day when all
dogs are safe, secure, cared for, fed well
and loved. See how you can help:
PedigreeFoundation.org

Our plan to use these grant funds will come in two parts. Firstly, this grant will help cover the cost
of hiring more dog staff members and restoring the position of Dog Coordinator back to full-time.
This will help us to increase our intake numbers because we will have more hands on deck to
manage daily care, better advertise our adoptable dogs, facilitate more robust home inspections
and increase adoptions.
The second way we will use this grant to benefit the animals at RVHS is to form a partnership with
Roman Gottfried’s Holistic Dog Training through his Strong Bond Project. The mission of this
project is to reduce the number of dogs killed in U.S. shelters by providing the training support and
education needed to keep pets and families together (find out more about the great work he does
here: https://www.holisticdogtraining.org/strong-bond-project).
This partnership will allow us to conduct internal training with our dog staff members and will give
them access to Roman's expertise for our more difficult behavioral cases. One of the most exciting
benefits of this partnership will be building a kennel onsite with Roman where we can send our
most difficult cases to receive intensive training so that scared, fractious, or aggressive dogs can
unlearn problematic behaviors and be prepared for adoption into loving homes. We are calling this
“The Manny Cave” since this is where we plan to send Manny later this spring so that he can
undergo a “doggie boot camp” and undergo intensive training. He has come so far since we first
met him in early 2020 and we are so proud of his progress. However, he still has a ways to go
before he is ready to enter a real home of his own. We know that under it all, Manny has the
potential to be the most loving and loyal dog and we are so happy we now have a resource to help
with that!
We are thrilled to receive the grant and excited about the work ahead to get every dog the loving
home he or she deserves.

Kitten Fostering
This year, we are hoping to focus more
on neonatal kittens than we have in the
past. This means we need our
community's help to help save this most
vulnerable population of felines.
Firstly, we will need help setting up the
infrastructure for caring for these babies.
If you don't have the time to volunteer
but would like to support us via
donations, we have a wish list available
on our website where you can shop and
find our most needed supplies for this
upcoming kitten season. We are hoping
this year, with your help, to be able to
afford an incubator to help with days old
babies found without a mother.
We also need foster parents who are
prepared for bottle feeding and providing
round the clock care.
If you are interested in helping us out
this year, email us at:
vcoordinator@roguevalleyhumanesociet
y.org to find out what our requirements
are to be a foster parent. It's a hard job,
but it's only temporary! Being able to
see the result of nursing a baby to health
and see them find families makes it all
worth it!

Kitty Korner
We'd like to feature an extra special cat that recently came to us
named Scrappy. This 1 year old male came to us as a stray from
someone's neighborhood that they had been feeding for a while. After
he arrived at RVHS, he started not eating well, and then started
vomiting, even with supportive care. We sent him off to have x-rays and
bloodwork done. His blood was normal but there were some concerns
of a foreign body in the x-rays.
His health continued to decline even with IV fluids and meds and he then started to vomit blood.
We had our veterinary team come in on a Sunday for emergency surgery. Fortunately there was no
foreign body or mass and his internal organs looked healthy. However,
his pancreas was a little irritated and his stomach had some
abnormalities to it. We removed a tissue
sample from his stomach and sent it off to
the lab for biopsy. Thankfully the results did
not show anything too concerning to
indicate a severe illness.
It's so challenging when pets come in and
we have no medical history on them. A
majority of them come in with compromised
health and then become stressed with
being in a shelter setting. Thankfully,
Scrappy is now feeling 100% better and we have gotten to know his cute
and quirky personality. He is a very playful cat that enjoys his quiet cuddle
times with you. He loves other cats and chirps in excitement when he sees friends to play with. He is
an amazing little soul and we are so glad that we could be there for him in his time of need, providing
him with the best care possible.
In the past year, we have been ramping up our relationships with transfer
partners, like the CAT Adoption Team in Sherwood, OR, to transfer as
many animals as possible in order to give them a better chance of getting
adopted. As much as we love each animal that walks through our doors
and enjoy having them be a part of our RVHS family, we know that it's
always in their best interest to find loving homes as soon as possible.
Instead of spending a month at our facility waiting for the right match in a
small town like Grants Pass, cats that get transferred are adopted as little
as 1 day after their arrival to our partner facilities. How awesome is that?!

Pictured above is our most recent
transfer with our Animal Care
Coordinator. This whole group is being
adopted very quickly and we are so
happy to be able to
facilitate this for them!

As sad as we are to see them go, we know that this is the best for
everyone involved. We see an immense need in our community for us to
be available to take in more cats, and to better do that, we need to make sure our shelter gets
cleared periodically to better serve our community. Not all cats in our care are always eligible for
transfer, and we are still adopting our animals locally. We are happy to say our cats are either getting
adopted quickly or transferred to get a better chance at life, and we are proud to be able to help
facilitate that.

Please think about your pet's future if something were to happen to you and make a plan for their well-being.

RVHS & ORPHAN KITTEN CLUB
We are excited to announce that we have been
approved as an Orphan Kitten Club Partner
Organization! This designation means that our
mission and values align with theirs.

Rogue Valley
Humane Society
429 NW Scenic Drive
Grants Pass, OR 97526
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 951
Grants Pass, OR 97528

541-479-5154
Fax: 541-479-5666
Email:
connect@roguevalleyhumanesociety.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Robbie Buckley, President
Jeff Harris, Treasurer
Cyndy Holder, Secretary
Margaret Varner, Director
Sarah Adams VMD, Director
Marian Szewc, Director
Margaret Varner, Executive Director

The Orphan Kitten Club is a 501(c)(3) dedicated
to saving the lives of the tiniest felines.
Neonatal kittens are one of the most at-risk
populations in shelters due to needing
specialized care. Kittens found without their mothers are extremely
vulnerable and they need our help! The Orphan Kitten Club's mission is to
end the killing of neonatal kittens--and to give every kitten a chance at a full
and happy life. Founded by Hannah Shaw "The Kitten Lady," the Orphan
Kitten Club provides grant programs towards neonatal kitten care, neonate
education, and a kitten nursery to care for tiny felines in sunny southern
California.
Find out more about the Orphan Kitten Club here:
https://orphankittenclub.org/about/

FACILITY STAFF
Margaret Varner, Executive Director
Maria Becket CVT, Animal Care Ops Manager
Jennifer West, Animal Care Coordinator
ANIMAL CARE ATTENDANTS
Natasha Ward, Lillian Clark, Sylvia
Spreckelmeyer, Kendall Larsen
SURGICAL SUITE STAFF
Elizabeth Harris, Miranda Gallegos
THRIFT STORE
Stephanie Vincent and Yvonne Moore
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Jaclyn Morris
WEBSITE

www.roguevalleyhumanesociety.org
www.RVHS-OR.org

facebook.com/rvhsadopt
instagram.com/rvhsadopt

RVHS Thrift Store
1169 Redwood Avenue
541-955-3367

NEONATAL WISH LIST
RVHS is putting a larger focus on providing more care to neonatal kittens this year and we could use
specific supplies to get us going!
Large plastic tubs with lids
KMR Kitten Milk Replacer
Miracle Nipples
Snuggle Kitty/Snuggle Puppy
Snuggle Puppy replacement heat packs
Royal Canin Kitten canned pate and dry food
K&H Products plug-in heat pad
SnuggleSafe Heat Discs
Neonatal kitten incubator

Pets in Vehicles!

Volunteer Corner

For many responsible pet owners, their dog is an
important member of the family. So it's natural to
want to take your friend with you in the car. It
doesn't take long for a car to heat up in summer
temperatures or cool down during the winter. But
is there a safe temperature to leave a dog in a
car? Currently, 22 states have laws that either
make it illegal to leave a dog unattended in a
parked vehicle, or grant private citizens immunity
from being held liable for damages resulting from
freeing the dog, if it's obvious the dog is at risk of
injury or death. The language in most of these
laws state that for a pet owner to be in violation
of the law, an animal must be confined or left
alone inside a parked car under certain
conditions that put the pet at risk. Some laws
specifically state that it's unlawful to leave a pet
alone in a car in extreme hot or cold
temperatures, while others are written more
generally and only say conditions that are likely
to result in injury or death.
In states with no laws on their books addressing
pets left in vehicles, city governments are
enacting ordinances and it's likely others will
follow suit.
Heat and humidity affect our furry friends the
same way it does us. Humidity accompanied by
90 degree or higher temperatures make us feel
miserable. Even lower temps with humid air can
be dangerous for pets trapped inside a car. It
doesn't take long for a vehicle to heat up, and
cracking the windows open even on a mild day
doesn't really help. The hotter the temperature is
inside a vehicle, the harder it is for a dog, or any
pet, to stay cool when hot air is the only thing
they have to breathe. That puts them at risk of
heat stroke.
When the outside temperature is 70 degrees, a
car can heat up to 89 degrees in just 10 minutes,
and to 104 in 30 minutes. At 80 degrees outside,
you're looking at 99 degrees inside a vehicle in
10 minutes and 114 in 30 minutes. At 95
degrees, it only takes 10 minutes to reach 114
degrees and the temperature soars to 129
degrees in 30 minutes.
We wouldn't want to stay in a vehicle and endure
any of those temperatures for very long. Yet
every year we read about pet owners who leave
their dog alone in a vehicle while shopping,
dining out or doing other things. This is putting
their pet at risk.
As much as a car can heat up in summer temps,
it can cool down to under freezing just as fast.
Pets that don't normally spend a lot of time
outside in the winter are more susceptible to the
cold when left alone inside a vehicle.
Hypothermia can become a risk at 50 degrees.
Is there a safe temperature to leave a dog alone
inside a parked car? Not really. It's best to leave
your pet at home where you know he's safe.

Paws up to our volunteers who have helped us out so much in the past year! We had over 3,600
hours of volunteer help and we thank everyone who was so generous with their time.
Marci Coey- our laundry and dishes extraordinaire
John Ainsworth- the man behind our Bottle Drop program
Mark Hansen, Bonnie Rhodes, Stewart Winnick, and Joann Krug- delivery drivers for our
Animeals program
Linda Young and Mary Jane Manzi- our donor engagement experts
Kristen Haffner, Susan Harryman, and Linda Bradley-Lloyd- our wonderful office help
Carey Janzik and Diane Citti- our fantastic surgery clinic helpers
Barbara Logan, Barbara Rankins, and Sally Grosjacques- our extremely helpful Thrift
Store volunteers
Julian Lewis- for helping us out in our yard to create a fire barrier around our property
Volunteer Opportunities: there are limited volunteer opportunities indoors and working with our
animals due to COVID-19, but we do have some ways to get involved that are important to running
our facility. Here's an idea of what help we are in need of at the moment. Please email
vcoordinator@roguevalleyhumanesociety.org if you are interested in signing up to help!
Event help: we will need help with our upcoming events. Our biggest event of the year is Fur Ball,
and we could really use help calling local businesses to donate auction items.
Yard Work: spring is coming, and that means more grass! RVHS is located on a large property with
dog runs and grassy field areas that are in constant need of upkeep, especially once the sun starts
peeking through!
Cat transfers: If you like going on long drives, this one’s for you! We constantly facilitate transfers
with other shelters and we could use a few more volunteers to be on call for times such as those.
You must be able to fit 4 small or medium cat carriers in your vehicle and have liability insurance to
help transport.
Thrift Store: we can always use extra sets of hands to help with sorting, cleaning, and shelving the
donations we get on a daily basis. We could also use the help of someone familiar with photography
or eBay to help us with our online thrift sales!

GROWERS’ MARKET BOOTH
Visit our booth at the Growers Market every
Saturday. You can view photos of all of our
adoptable animals, see what fund-raising events
are coming up, and chat with our volunteers.
We still need more volunteers to help man the
booth for spring and summer!

Mission Statement:
The Rogue Valley Humane Society provides
compassionate care for stray, unwanted,
displaced, and abandoned animals and
works toward ending pet overpopulation so
that there will be no more homeless pets.
We are committed to placing every healthy,
adoptable animal in a loving lifetime home,
teaching responsible pet guardianship, and
maintaining our community
spay-neuter programs.
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Vision Statement:
The Rogue Valley Humane Society envisions
a community where every healthy adoptable
companion animal has a lifetime, loving
home and all homeless animals receive the
care and compassion they deserve until they
are adopted by their forever family.
Core Values:
l

We believe that every animal’s life has
value and is worthy of respect and
protection.

l

We believe that euthanizing healthy,
adoptable animals is not acceptable.

l

We believe that animals contribute to
the health, happiness and quality of
human life.

l

We believe that we must manage our
resources to assure the long-term future
of our organization.

l

We believe in providing quality medical
and shelter care by following evidencebased animal welfare practices.

l

We believe that through humane
education we can help foster compassion,
protection and guardianship for
companion animals.

l

We believe that we should treat everyone
with dignity and respect. Community
members, staff, and volunteers are
partners in improving the welfare of
animals and helping us fulfill our Mission.

l

We believe that we can end pet
overpopulation by adhering to our
commitment to spay/neuter all of our
animals before adoption and by
providing community-assistance
spay-neuter programs.

l

We believe that we best serve our
community by placing healthy companion
animals in responsible, loving homes.

Spring Events:
Here's a list of some upcoming events to watch out for. Keep checking our website and Facebook
page for specific details closer to the event.

2021 Fur Ball
Our 12th annual Fur Ball will once again be virtual!
We hope to hold this auction event in the month of June, and we hope that it
will improve upon our last virtual auction! Stay tuned for details!
Massage for a Cause
For the month of March, Shelley Miller LMT will donate $5
from every massage appointment booked (minimum 1 hour)
to the animals of RVHS! Shelley specializes in Customized
Therapeutic Massage, Hot Stone Therapy, Deep Tissue
Massage, Trigger Point Therapy and Chair Massage.
She is accepting appointments for
Mondays/Tuesdays/Wednesdays.

One Mind Studio in Grants Pass
(1607 Williams Hwy Ste #6).
Call 971-777-9759 to book your session now!

Catalyst Pizza x RVHS
Every Wednesday from now until April 14th, Catalyst
Pizza will be donating 25% of the sale price of any
Classico cheese or “pup”peroni pizza to RVHS.
Have a tasty lunch or dinner while supporting a local
business for a good cause. For your food order to qualify
for this donation, call in your order or go to their website
(excludes Doordash orders).

Catalyst Pizza
619 SE 6th St. Grants Pass, OR
541-218-1906
http://toasttab.com/catalystpizza

