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Will you be my hero?

RVHS and the Community . . .  Working Together!

THE ANIMALS NEED YOU – 
CAN YOU BE A PET FOSTER 
VOLUNTEER?
Kitten and Puppy Season is here! 

RVHS wants to save more animals 
but you know that our physical 
space is limited.  Most of the time 
we have people waiting to bring in a 
pet that they can no longer keep. 
A dog that was hit by a car is found 
on the side of the road. A surprise 
litter of puppies or a box of kittens is 
brought to RVHS.  Other humane 
societies have risen to this 
challenge by developing a robust 
foster parent program.  Want to 
volunteer but don’t have the time to 
come to RVHS?  

Want to experience the joys of a 
companion animal but not ready for 
adoption?  Retired and have some 
extra love to share?  By fostering 
for a short period of time you will be 
helping other orphan animals by 
opening up room so that together 
we can save another life.    

Tiny, motherless kittens will be 
arriving soon.  We provide all the 
training and supplies – you provide 
the care and love.  Please spread 
the word because it takes a 
community to make a difference.

We are extremely excited to premiere our “We Will Adopt You” Video! 

We would like to convey our sincerest gratitude to Grants Pass High School 
Marching Band and Choir, Kris Vannoy, Ratrod Ray and all who so 
graciously volunteered their time and efforts in the making of this video.

We are in the business of saving the lives of homeless, neglected and 
abused animals. It’s up lifting to have our community participate and to help 
spread the message “Adopt Don't Shop”!!

Please join us in our mission and share the message and together we can 
save the lives of many . . .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BxvOXs5x9ts — in Grants Pass, 
Oregon.

You can also view the video on our Facebook page and website. 



RVHS WISH LIST
o 33 Gallon Trash Bags
o 13 Gallon Trash Bags
o Gift Cards
o Park Benches
o Clorox Bleach
o Paper Towels
o Toilet Paper
o HE Laundry Soap
o Taste of The Wild Dog Food
o Taste of The Wild Puppy Food
o Purina Cat Food
o Purina Kitten Food
o KMR Liquid Kitten Milk
o Esbilac Milk for Puppies
o Advantix Flea meds
o HP Ink - #96 and #97
o Canned Dog Food 
 and Cat Food (Pate’)
o Postage Stamps
o L-Lysine Tablets 500 mg
o Mr. Clean Multi-Surface
 Cleaner, Baking Soda and 
 Clay Cat Litter

Did you know that RVHS runs a 
donated “pet food bank” 
to help in emergencies

when low-income families
can't make ends meet? 

Food donations are
always welcome! 

  

RVHS NEWS
BY MARGARET VARNER, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

Hello Friends,

I’m very pleased to have celebrated Rogue 
Valley Humane Society turning 50 years old 
with you all last year! As the Rogue Valley 
Humane Society continues to grow, we look 
forward to the community growing with us 
and helping our wonderful team to continue 
with our mission to help the animals in our 
community four paws at a time!

This morning as I drive to work on what 
seems to be a beautiful spring morning, I 
can’t help but to look around at the many 
animals in our great pet friendly community 
and think about how we all care for our pets 
so differently.  I begin to notice on my right 
three beautiful horses frolicking and looking 
healthy in a beautiful pasture that has a nice 
shelter, great fencing, food and water. I think 
wow they are loved and well cared for. As I 
drive further down the road I then notice the 
pet friendly neighborhood where you see 
many people each day walking their beloved 
pets. This makes me smile to see such a pet 
friendly community! Then as I continue on 
my way to work as I’m feeling happy about 
what I’d just seen. I then begin to see some 
very unsettling situations -- the 3 dogs tied 
outside in the yard that’s not fenced or the 
cows that are knee deep in mud. I think to 
myself about the many different ways 
people treat animals and how we as the 

humane society need to stay vigilant about 
humane education
and continue to 
create programs to 
support, educate 
and help people 
and animals in 
our community.

Each spring the 
number of homeless 
kittens and mother cats
increases greatly with the arrival of warmer 
weather. At RVHS our dedicated staff stands 
ready to provide them with the shelter and 
care they need. Our goal is to help them 
grow into healthy, happy pets ready for 
adoption into their forever families. 

In addition to the influx of kittens each 
spring, mama dogs like Rum Rum and her 
babies continue to arrive at our facility year 
round. This spring please remember when 
you consider making a donation to the 
Rogue Valley Humane Society we depend 
on our wonderful donors, successful events 
and grants to continue with our excellence 
in animal care.

Happy Spring to you all and I hope to see 
you at our facility and our upcoming events.  
Please remember your support is truly 
helping us to make a difference. 

Save the Date!

2016 Fur Ball
Dinner & Auction
Saturday, June 25th
Grants Pass Golf Club
Tickets on sale now at RVHS,
Oregon Books or thru 
Paypal at RVHS-OR.org
(see page 6 for information)

Helping Our Community . . .
4 Paws at a time!



Best Little

Thrift Store

in

Grants Pass!

GROWERS’ MARKET
Visit the RVHS booth at 
Grower’s Market every 
Saturday to see photos of 
all of our adoptable animals. 
Visit with Fred, Kenway, 
Jennifer, John and Mary to 
hear the latest news.

VISIT OUR 
THRIFT STORE!
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10-4:30 
pm, Saturday from 10-3 pm.  

The YARD SALE IS UP AND 
RUNNING with the Bag Sale, and all 
the rooms are filled with new items 
and treasures just waiting for 
someone to find. Come down and 
visit us on Redwood Avenue, right 
next door to Gooseberries! 

The Thrift Store is a direct source of 
income that supports RVHS.

If you have an item to donate for 
sale at the store, please drop it off 
when the thrift store is open.  
Furniture donations are welcome, as 
well as clean household items and 
clothing, lamps, appliances, camping 
and fishing equipment, and tools.

KENNEL NEWS  BY JIM SAGER

I’d like to tell you a little story that is sure to lift your spirit and warm your 
heart. This story began back in late November 2015. Hodie entered, and 
changed all of our lives at this time. “Hodie Wan Kenobi” and we were 
his only hope. It became similar to a mantra throughout RVHS. 

Let’s rewind a little bit, to August 2015. Hodie was struck by a vehicle 
and the result was a broken front left leg, you should have seen the car 
though!  His owners at the time rushed him to the nearest Veterinary 
Hospital and the doctor put a plate in the leg for stabilization. Aside from 
the leg Hodie was in pretty good shape and he must have felt ok too, 
because in no time he was back romping through the yard as if nothing 
had happened. He just couldn’t understand that his leg wasn’t healed 
yet and he needed to be contained to limited activity. It was something the owners at the time just 
couldn’t provide for him and the stabilizing plate broke, dropping poor Hodie back to Square One.

Enter Rogue Valley Humane Society Kennel Team. The staff at RVHS found Hodie on Craigslist, 
“Free to a good home”, as the owners could not afford another surgery. After a quick discussion the 
owners were called, and the team took Hodie in to help him along the Road to Recovery then find 
him a good new home. Within a couple of days Hodie was at Southern Oregon Veterinary Specialty 
Center (SOVSC) for his first evaluation ... it didn’t look good.  There was a good chance this strong 
boy was going to lose his leg. He had other plans though, it seemed.  After X-Rays and a thorough 
inspection of the leg, Dr. Steve Ferreira found that the bone had started to heal in an acceptable 
manner; all that would be needed was a few external screws, pins, and bars, the External Fixator.

Equipped with his fancy new hardware, and his very own #followHodie campaign, Hodie came back 
to RVHS to begin his rehabilitation. At the drop of a hat the entire staff at the facility rearranged their 
lives to provide him with what he needed. Around the clock medication times ranging from 5am-9pm, 
bandage changes with cleanings every four days, and daily walks that increased in time and 
frequency every week. It was as though this two year old Border Collie mix was a professional 
athlete with his special team working to get him “back on the field”.

Come the end of December Hodie received company in the Isolation Unit of RVHS.  RumRum, a 10 
month old Labrador blend and her three puppies were taken in from the freezing cold. Momma 
belonged to a homeless man whose heart was too big to keep her. You see, she gave birth to NINE 

puppies, but the lack of shelter and warmth took six of the 
litter the very first night. Heartbroken, this man called 
begging for our K9 team to save RumRum and her remaining 
pups. Now there was a Luke, Leia, and Vader (the three 
pups) and “Hodie Wan Kenobi” would speak to them every 
day, offering what could only be inspiring ‘words’ of 
encouragement to grow big and strong. This momma dog 
came to us when her pups were 3 days old and over the next 
eight weeks they stole hearts as only puppies can do.

Before anyone knew it, “In a humane society, not far away ...” were the cast and crew to a life 
changing story. Hodie continued to make steady progression in his recovery with no more setbacks, 
getting to the point where his hardware was removed and walks were for as long as he wanted to 
keep going. He actually got to where he would jog a few times a week with a staff member.  
RumRum, Luke, Leia, and Vader all grew up healthy. Once momma completed weaning her pups, 
there were four puppies not three, anymore. An inner playfulness came out of her that had been put 
to the side while she assured that her babies were cared for.  Now she could run, hop, fetch, and roll 
in the grass with the best of them.

Today all five of these miracles have found their forever homes and are continuing to grow, in size for 
a few and in experience and love for them all. The battle was tough and the forces of evil were 
stacked against them, but the Force prevailed and now they have begun a journey of their own. 



Kanine Kronicles
by Scot Roberts

2016 Adoptions
through March 18th:

14 Puppies and
40 Dogs 

Found their
Furever Homes!

Our Community Pet Low Cost Spay 
and Neuter programs need your 
help! Five years ago, our grant 
writers were able to secure funds to 
support the programs. And with the 
support of several of the area 
veterinarians, our programs 
provided low cost spay and neuters 
for approximately 60-65 pet cats 
and dogs per month for the 
community of Grants Pass and 
surrounding areas. That's nearly 
1600 spay and neuters per year. 

In November of 2014 we ran out of 
grant funding and have not yet 
been able to secure any new 
grants.  Since that time, we have 
been relying solely on donations 
and fundraisers to support these 
programs. 

Please help us keep these 
important programs going, as we all 
work toward ending the local pet 
overpopulation.

Currently funds are limited. For 
spay/neuter assistance, call

Kitty Quick Fix 541-291-3786

Barking Dogs 541-761-3932 

BUDDY AND MIDNIGHT
Recently, these two seniors were dealt a sorrowful hand when 
their owner passed away.  Buddy – a Border Collie blend – and 
Midnight – a Black Labrador and Chow blend – arrived 
disheveled.  A serious flea allergy had ravaged Buddy’s coat.  
Midnight suffered from an ear infection and had his own flea 
problems.  Further, a gray muzzle, worn-down teeth, and a 
hoarse, plaintive bark belong to one or both of them.  But, they 
also share what can only be described as spirit.  By now, you 
have seen their photos and if you look closely enough you will see 
Buddy on the point of tapping those front paws in excitement and 
Midnight, not to be outdone, looking serenely – eyes glinting in 
the sun – and his tail wagging to a steady beat – that of his heart.

RUDY
Rudy was found – vulnerable – on a well-known web page where 
goods, services, housing, and pets are listed for sale or trade or 
for free.  He is a petite McNab Border Collie blend and about a 
year old.  His alertness, his ability to focus, the way he plays, his 
keen desire to be of use and to please, and the fact that one way 
or another he will tire himself out during the day, broadcast his 
high working dog IQ to the world.  He loves brain toys and would 
excel at flyball, obedience, and agility training.  A little patience, a 
thorough understanding of his need to use his brain, coupled with 
plenty of exercise and Rudy – once castoff – will be the most 
devoted companion any person or family could wish for.

TITAN
Titan, a three-year-old Mastiff blend, became the odd man out 
when his family broke up.  Oftentimes, dogs arrive at the shelter 
for this reason and we are left to wonder how a dog that had it all 
– a loving family with children – can cope with such a change of 
fortune.  The short answer, I think, is that dogs do not live in the 
past.  Of course, there is always a period of adjustment and, 
sometimes, a palpable depression, but we make it our duty to 
give the animals in our care a sense of routine, plenty of exercise, 
and love.  Titan is a loyal dog who rewards those he sees daily 
with affection and he has a playful, mischievous spirit.  He walks 
proudly, like he is – truly – one of that race of divine Greek beings 
whose name he bears.  He loves to fetch.  And I think he dreams.  
And although he doesn’t live in the past, his memories of happier 
times give sustenance to him in dreamland.  And, ultimately, 
something lost – sometimes in the blink of an eye – can be 
found again.



Kitty Korner
by Nina Smith

2016 Adoptions
through March 18th: 

45 Cats 
and 16 Kittens

Found their
Furever Homes!

Dog Kennel and Cat 
Room Sponsorships 
The Rogue Valley Humane Society 
offers Second Chance Kennel and 
Cat Room Sponsorships for 
individuals and  businesses who 
want to offer support for the animals 
in our care.  Sponsorships can be 
made in memory or honor of a 
beloved pet or person.  

Your generous donation will ensure 
the animals we rescue receive the 
care and medical attention they 
need until they are adopted by their 
new forever family.  All of the 
Sponsorships are for a 12 month 
period and are available on a first-
come basis.

o $900 Full Kennel Sponsorship 
� Large Plaque 

o $500 1/2 Kennel Sponsorship 
� Medium Plaque 

o $300 1/4 Kennel Sponsorship 
� Small Plaque

Your sponsorship donation will help 
support EVERY dog and cat who is 
housed in your sponsored kennel or 
cat room for one year.  Annual 
renewals are available.

We thank everyone who has already 
become a sponsor!

 

CINNAMON is a sweet and beautiful cat. 
She came to us as a kitten in late 2013. She 
was adopted out and then came back in May 
of 2015 as her owners were moving where 
she could not go.  We were all excited when 
she finally got her second chance in Feb. 
2016, only to be disappointed at her return a 
few days later. She cried too much for her 
new roommates.  She really needed more 
patience love and understanding while she 
acclimated to her new environment. She is 
genuinely one of of the greatest cats we’ve 
ever had. She now needs someone to truly 
fall in love with her and commit to giving her a 
forever home.    

JUSTICE is simply majestic.  He came to us on a 
blistering hot day, in less than ideal circumstances and 
has been such a fantastic boy for us. Sadly he has a few 
things going against him to many potential adopters.  
He is likely over 4 years old, he is black and he tested 
positive for heart-worm.  The truth is none of that 
matters and for those who know  him they know this is 
true. He is a joy to have around, he comes when called 
he loves companionship and he is trainable. He will be 
missed by many when he finds his forever home.    

PEACH AND MITCH are 
sensitive shy cats who need 
a patient household. They 
both love to play with other 
cats but can be shy with 
people.  They love their wet 
food treats and playtime, 
which is a good time to 
interact.  They would do 
well together in a home 
where they can entertain 
each other.

Need help to spay/neuter your cat or dog?  Call the RVHS Hotline 
number:    Dogs: 541-761-3932    Cats: 541-291-3786 



August 27, 2016 
Saturday From 2 - 7 pm  Tom Pearce Park 

There will be Blues Band Music, Local Craft Beers and 
Barbecue, Vendors and FUN!

SUMMER EVENTS WILL BE EXCITING!

A Benefit for the animals . . . BLUES, BREWS & BBQ
August 27, 2016 

Saturday From 2 - 7 pm  Tom Pearce Park 
There will be Blues Band Music, Local Craft Beers and 

Barbecue, Vendors and FUN!
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Visit us on
Facebook!

RVHS Thrift Store
1169 Redwood Avenue

541-955-3367

Thank you to Baldini’s Restaurant in Merlin for hosting the Spayghetti 
Dinner to raise funds for the spay/neuter assistance programs at RVHS. 
The community really appreciates the financial help, and we would not be 
able to help as many people without fundraising and donations!

mailto:info@roguevalleyhumanesociety.org


RVHS is a part of the Best Friends Network and a 
recipient of Pedigree Foundation, PETCO Foundation,

and PetSmart Charities Grants

DID YOU KNOW?
Oregon's new dog tethering law took 
effect January 1, 2014.  This new 
law is designed to better protect 
humans and animals from the risks 
associated with keeping dogs on 
chains:
• Dogs are sometimes hurt or 
strangled by chains
• Dogs can't reach their food, water, 
or shelter when chains catch on 
obstacles
• Chained dogs are as much as 8 
times more likely to bite
• Neighborhood disputes over 
barking or aggressive dogs often 
involve chained dogs
• At least ¼ of fatal dog attacks in 
the US involve chained dogs
• Because dogs are naturally social 
animals, chaining and isolation 
cause health and behavior problems
Under the new law:
• A dog cannot be tethered to a 
stationary object for more than 10 
hours in a 24-hour period
• A dog cannot be tethered to a 
running line, “zip line” or trolley for 
more than 15 out of 24 hours
• A dog cannot be tethered with a 
choke or pinch/prong collar
The new law is meant to end 
chaining as the main way of housing 
and keeping a dog. The limits don't 
apply when dogs are visiting 
campgrounds and recreation areas 
or engaged in hunting or herding. 
The law also sets out clearer 
requirements for protecting animals 
from the elements. Outside dogs 
must have a dog house or other 
shelter with dry bedding and a solid 
roof, floor and walls. 

OREGON HORSES 

by Teri Skaggs

In our last issue of Oregon Horses, I discussed the topic of mud and its risk to horses’ 
health. I also approached the subject of providing adequate shelter.

For this issue, I’d like to talk about vaccinations. Most pet owners know to have their dogs 
and cats vaccinated, but did you know it is equally important for your horses to have annual 
and/or biannual vaccinations?

Even if your horse never leaves the property or comes into contact with other horses, they 
can still be at risk for viruses and diseases. The reason for this is that most viruses and 
diseases are spread by mosquitoes and other blood-sucking insects.

Eastern and Western equine encephalitis (also known as EEE/WEE), as well as the West 
Nile Virus, are two potentially dangerous diseases spread by insects.  Proper vaccination 
and the regular use of fly spray can greatly reduce the risk to your horse.

There are also viruses and diseases that are capable of spreading from horse to horse. 
A couple examples are two strains of Equine Herpes Virus/Rhinopnuemonitus (EHV-1 and 
EHV-4) and influenza. These can be spread horse to horse by shared buckets, stabling, and 
nose to nose contact by fluid secretions.

Other diseases such as strangles and tetanus are caused by bacteria. Your horse can be 
put at a greater risk for tetanus after an injury or surgery.

While there are other viruses and diseases, the ones I have talked about seem to be the 
most common. My advice is to consult your local veterinarian on developing an adequate 
vaccination program suited for your horse and the environment he or she lives in.

In our next issue of Oregon Horses, I will talk about the importance of proper deworming. 
Until then, happy trails!

April 10-16, 2016 is National Volunteer Week!
Our Sincerest Thanks to our RVHS Volunteers...
We Appreciate You.

April 10-16, 2016 is National Volunteer Week!
Our Sincerest Thanks to our RVHS Volunteers...
We Appreciate You.
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Mission Statement:

The Rogue Valley Humane Society provides 
compassionate care for stray, unwanted, 
displaced, and abandoned animals and 
works toward ending pet overpopulation so 
that there will be no more homeless pets. 
We are committed to placing every healthy, 
adoptable animal in a loving lifetime home, 
teaching responsible pet guardianship, and 
maintaining our community 
spay-neuter programs.

Vision Statement: 

The Rogue Valley Humane Society envisions 
a community where every healthy adoptable 
companion animal has a lifetime, loving 
home and all homeless animals receive the 
care and compassion they deserve until they 
are adopted by their forever family.

Core Values:

lWe believe that every animal’s life has 
value and is worthy of respect and 
protection.

lWe believe that euthanizing healthy, 
adoptable animals is not acceptable.

lWe believe that animals contribute to 
the health, happiness and quality of 
human life.

lWe believe that we must manage our
resources to assure the long-term future 
of our organization.

lWe believe in providing quality medical 
and shelter care by following evidence-
based animal welfare practices.

lWe believe that through humane 
education we can help foster compassion, 
protection and guardianship for 
companion animals.

lWe believe that we should treat everyone 
with dignity and respect.  Community 
members, staff, and volunteers are 
partners in improving the welfare of 
animals and helping us fulfill our Mission.

lWe believe that we can end pet 
overpopulation by adhering to our 
commitment to spay/neuter all of our 
animals before adoption and by 
providing community-assistance 
spay-neuter programs.

lWe believe that we best serve our 
community by placing healthy companion 
animals in responsible, loving homes.

March 15, 2015. This date marked the first day of AniMeals 
deliveries in Josephine County.  What started modestly with four 
clients and eight pets has increased by almost five times, and 
continues to grow. Each food bundle is calculated to meet the 
basic nutritional requirements for each member pet from one 
delivery until the next scheduled one. 

Thus the bundle for a Chihuahua will be different from the one for a 
Border Collie or an Akita. We would love to say that the need for 
our help is limited. Sadly, that is not the case. Each week we 
receive additional inquiries about qualifying for AniMeals 
assistance. For example, in Cave Junction, we are helping six 
different residents at one low income housing complex alone.  With 
every delivery, our volunteer drivers see a special spark in their 
clients' eyes when they talk about their pet, and how they would 
lose what is often their only companion, if we were not there to help.

Each month, 350 pounds of dry kibble for dogs, and 120 
pounds of dry cat food are dispersed, along with 75 cans 
of canned dog food and 350 cans of canned cat food. 
That is over $600.00 worth of food each and every month, 
and will only continue to grow.

Speaking of helping the community’s pets, RVHS 
maintains a food bank for those with a short-term need. 
The food bank is operated separately from the AniMeals 
program (remember some grant funding is involved). 

On an average day, we get walk-in requests for food for ten pets. Sometimes we have to say “sorry, 
the food bank is empty”. If you were in need, would you want to hear us say that?

AniMeals is funded through the use of grants and donations. One grant helped with the initial start up 
costs of the program, while another helped subsidize the costs of supplies and deliveries. These 
freed up other, non-committed funds which helped with other areas of RVHS operations, such as 
repairing a recent plumbing breakdown. However, some of that grant money is expiring, and is not 
likely to be renewed.

It boils downs to RVHS running two programs, each of which need some 500 pounds of food every 
month. This is where you and/or your business can help. You can help us by raising funds or by 
donating food. I hate to emphasize the fund raising angle, but we can sometimes negotiate a 
discounted price if we order a larger quantity at one time. Regardless, we need your help in meeting 
our growing monthly need in helping to feed our community’s pets. 

Please contact the RVHS office to find out how to maximize your donation, at 541-479-5154.

AniMeals Program Update
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